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My Worthy FRIENDS 


AND 


School- e ello WS, 


Dr. Charles Pinfold, James Brace, Gent. 


Roger Williams, E. q; Gent. 
William Tilſon, Gent. I M,. Humphrey Thayer. 
Thomas Huxley, Gent. [as Robert Pawler. 


STEWARDS 
Gentlemen, 
This SERMON 


_ (Publiſhed at Tour Defire) 
Is moſt Humbiy Dedicated, by 


Your very Affectionate 7 
and Obedient Servant, 
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Pte IV. 1 3. 


Take faſt bold of. ftaBian; tet 11 5 not 
20; beep, Her, for She is thy Life. 


N D E R fic Name of 1m, dat in 

many places of this Boot of ; Proverbs re- 
— Religion to us; under that of 
| In/iru&ion, an acquaintance with the Rules of Re- 

ligion, and that Faith, and Practice hien are the 
Eſſentials of i. 

The Text is a part < chose inc, which 
his Father David gave him; He gives them with as 
great an Authority to us, and would have us be 
converſant in the Precepts of that Holy Religion 
reveal d by God to Ignorant Mankind; He would 
have us 225 faſt all Iuſtructions imparted to us of 
that Nature, not to be remiſs in aut Inquiries i into 
Divine Truth, but to keep and improve what we 
Eno. already, for by doing 11 we an _—_ 
Eternal Life. 

But, if the Improvement: of our Nahaak Pans 
if the Eier and Enlargement of our Intel lectu- 
als, be a, great Help to us in our Inquiries into 
Religious Truth, if there be WE and means ap- 
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ſeureſt parts of God's ſacred Oracles, he may ſatiſ. 


diſtinguiſh more exactly between Writings of a 


fend ſtrenuouſly and effectually the great Truths of 


pointed by our Allwiſe Creator to facilitate our In. 
duſtrious Re ſearches, we ought to logk out dil. 
gently for them, 'and*to'ufe them to the Purpoſes 
tor which they were originally. intended. 

Among the Means defigitd for fo excellent ab 
End, there is none more valuable than Good Learn. 
ing, and an Ingenuous Education, A Man without 
Betters, may he an admirably Devbut and Pract. 
cal Chriſtian ; he may embrace the true Catholick 
Faith, he may diſcourſe with a great deab of honeſt 
Senſe and Fervor upon the common Duties of Re. 
ligion; bur a Nan of ſolid Humane Leaming 
who, by Inſtruction from others, and by his own | 
Studies, has put a ſharper Edge upon his Natural 
Endowments, may make his Abilities highly bene: | 
ficial.co all about him; he may explain the ob- 


fie the Doubts and Scruples of the Weak, he may 


really Divine Authority, and the Frauds, the Im- 
Hereticks; he may clear good Authors, and de. 


God againſt. all the Sophiſtry and Confidence of 
malicious, ſubtle and perveited Mien; ha may 
be fit to gov ern and inſtruct the Church „1 he may 
untie the hardeſt Knots of the Law, he may be 
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and Integrity, the more good will hebe able te 
do, and the greater-Influenee will both his Reaſons 
and his Practice have upon the Lives of others. 
This Leaming is ſo neceſſary to carry on the 
publick good of Mankind, that the Schoolr of the 
Prophets, ſo call'd, under the  Moſaick Oeconomy, 
were, 1 preſume, defign'd to fir young men ſor 
choſe Employments, Sacred or Civil, which they 
might regularly be call'd to: And when our Bleſ- 
ſed Maſter intended the Salvation of Mankind by 
the Preaching of the Goſpel, tho his Diſciples 
were unlearn d before; yet he would not ſend them 
out to make Diſciples of all Nations, till che Holy 
Choſt had given them Learning ſufficient for that 

weighty! Employment. And St. Paul had been 
brought up at the Feet of the Learned Gamaliel be- 

fore his admiſſiom into the Apoſtslical College. 
They who have no Learning may decty it; and 
tor want of it may wreſt the Oracles of God to their 
own Deſtruction; they who have Learning will love 
it, they who love it, tis ſuppos d, will ule it well, 
they'll conſecrate it to the Service of God; the 
more they have gotten of it the more they'll thirſt 
after it; the more they know of good, the better 
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never 


"T Ahern Prach to. the Gent emer 


oh 


never, prevail. upon. chem to corrupt it, 08 ful 
the ſenſeleſs Exclamations of: iddy- headed Eutii 
ſiaſts ever perſuade them to caſt it away: Men in 
deed half. witted and half learned may be fit Took; 
in the Devil's Hands to affront God, to perven 
Men, and to ſow the Seeds of Sce pticiſma, Debau. 
2 tt F is Mien. of «Pena who 


ccc 


de. 


"Thoſe ral _ ſeek for a in . 
bearding. : that they may, make uſe of it as a guide 
to Heaven, and aſſiſting in matters of an inferior 
concern, ought to underſtand the Wiſe Mans 
words as ditefded to themſelves ; and abe 


995 wy To taks faſt bold, of. fa in all Il goo | 
Learning and Knowledge. | bn 

2dh. Not to let it go; but. 

= To keep it—— And all for. ahass Reaſon | 
laid down in the Text; vid -Becauſe, Iuſtructi 
an is their Life, or the moſt valuable ching! in it—— | 
This Reaſon. gives. not only a Noble, but a J 
Character of Inruction, tis a Propoſition of it ſelß, 
W That good ene or A "Learned: and | 


 Religius | 
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ge Education is the be Liſe of the; Rational: -Man---- 
We'll clear that Propoſition | firſt, and then the 
reaſonableneſs; of < $5 4 threefold Command, "te 
take faſt bold of Inſtru&ion, not to: let it g, but to 
lep it, will be obvious and indiſputableQ. 
The Propoſition chen .i5—— That good Iuſtructi. 
n, or a Religious and Learned Education is the Life 
of the Rational Man—— put Religion and Learn. 


og "_— becauſe no Learning can well be-ſo- 


lid where Religion is not at the bottom; nd Reli. 
gion can be ſupported without Learning, ſince the 
extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt are ceas d. 
Where Illiterate Men and Blind Guides take: upon 
em to be Inſtructors, of others in Divine Matters, 
their Labours generally produce little elſe but Gid- 
dineſs, Ignorance and Enthuſiaſm ; where Men of 
Polite Learning without Religion undertake the 
work, their Hearers very often prove Hereticks or 
nbelievers,.. Religion and Learning are both 
ſach things as we are by Nature unacquainted with, 
they are ſuch. Accompliſhments as without which, 
joincly. or ſeparately, none can pretend to true 
Happineſs; they therefore who are ready and able 


to give Inſtr uctions to the Ignorant in theſe maat- 


ters faithfully, are great Bleſſings to the Age and 


Place they live in and they who, are partakers of | 
their Labours, enjoy the: greateſt; Bleſfings they: 
can hope for in this * ; oo 
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6 A Sermon Preached to the Gentlomen 
The Soul is a Spiritual Being, having à d. 
ſtinct Subſiſtence of its own; and when join'd to 
a Body rightly organiz d, and adapted to its uſe, 
acts agreeably to the nicer, more refin d, or less 
perfect Conſtitution of that Body: The union 
of fuch a Spiritual to fuch a Material Being makes 
a Living Creature of a particular Species, and dif. 
fering eſſentially from all other Creatures whatſo. 
ever, As the Soul is a Rational Being, when its 
united to ſuch a Body as beſore. mentioned, they | 
make a Man together ; and the Soul being Ratio. | 
nal, the Man compounded of ſuch a Body and 
ſuch a Soul, is call'd a Rational Creature; i, e. He's 
2 Creature capable of underſtanding, diſcourſing 
and arguing. The Rational Soul, being of a Spi. 
ritual Nature, and originated from Heaven, can- 
not ſubſiſt without Action, cannot act without 
having ſome Impreſſions upon it of a Divine and 
Sacred Nature; which make it covetous of Know- 
ledge, longing for opportunities to gain it, and 
capable of enjoying it ſelf in its own Contemplati. 
ons: But it can make nothing of its Active Na. 

ture viſible to others, till the Body, by Time and 
Age grows to a Capacity of being ſenſible of the IM 
Exertions of the Soul. The firſt Notices of the 
Soul's Rationality are weak, and it might almoſt be 
diſputed, whether the Motions obſervable in the | 
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7 
owing Child, ſpring from the Mechaniſm'of the 
Body, or the Faculties of the Soul; for, whatever 
Chimzras fome may amuſe themſelves and the 
World with, as to what ſort of Man a Child would 
prove, who ſhould be dropp'd in a Foreſt, and 
never converſe with any Rational Being; all Ar. 
zuments drawn from thence one way or other, 
can have no uſe, and conſequently deſerve no 
Anſwer ; for, the very Suppoſition is at leaſt an 
|mprobability ; there hardly ever was any fuch 
Man who livd without Humane Converſation al- 
rogether ; or were it likely, how capable'ſoever 
he Man might be of Reaſoning or Arguing, he 
never conld reafon or argue at all, but only in 
is own Thoughts, becaufe it would be impoſſible 
'or him to know any thing of Language; and if 
he had none, how could he make his Senſe or 
Reaſon appear by Signs, Writing, or any other 
Artifice, fince they are chiefly attainable by Hu- 
mane Converſation and Inftrution > _ 
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ous, Art, and admirable Contrivance of a Me. 


finds it ſelf capable of; and, till che Body arrives 
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chanick Hand and Head: The Improving Vouth, 
tho' he can ſpeak and make himſelf underſtood, 
yet he gazes with wonder on the Man of Parts and 
Learning, when he diſcourſes on Subjects loſty and 
above his reach, and with pleaſure when he dif. | 
courſes on thoſe more ordinary and level to his 
Capacity ; ſuch Converſation makes the Soul eager 
of that Learning which it obſerves in others, and 


at a greater maturity, by which the Soul may 
more freely exert its Powers; the Man, tho he is 
capable of Reaſoning he is no Reaſoner; he acts 
but only as a nicer piece of Mechaniſm, or at beſt Þ 
he only leads a ſort of Brutal Life, and may almoſt 4 
be compar d to the Beaſts that periſ o. 
Had the ſtate of Innocence continued, the Soul 
in that happy Condition would have been capable 
of every thing of it ſelf, as we fee Adam, with- 
out a Maſter, underſtood the Nature of every 
living Creature, and gave it a Name ſuitable to 
that Nature. But, when Sin enter'd into the 
World, Darkneſs ſurrounded the Soul, the Plague 
of Sin miſerably tainted and corrupted it, Igno- "il 
rance grew upon it, and all the Studies that wile 1 
men engag'd themſelves in, could not enable 
chem to retrieve the Perfection and Wiſdom of * : 
| It 
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= Man, or to find ont by themſelves he real 
nature of any thing at all, ſo as to put it beyond 
diſpute 3 as is plain from the endleſs Contentions 
among the various Sects of Philoſophers upon all 
the Phanomena in Nature, 

Had Adam ſtood in his firſt Eſtate, hi Children 
would have needed no Inſtruction, Knowledge 
ind Virtue would have been at once inſpir'd into 
the Soul ; when he was fallen, if he had not in- 
ſtructed his. Corrupt Poſterity, all Notions of 
good would in a Generation or two, have been 
in danger of being loſt ; and after the loſs of Ori- 
ginal Innocence, Men Wit not capable of doing 
any thing which might become their Character of 
Reaſonable Creatures, whoſe Souls were Particles 


el the Divine Nature, and Candidates of Immor- 


tality; had not their Parents Educated em in all 
neceſſary Knowledge, and the Spirit of God open d 
and fitted their Souls for Diſcipline. To theſe 
Conſiderations, they ow'd all thoſe Inventions that 
were neceſſary for carrying on the Work of Husban- 
dry, ſince the Earth was like to leave Men unſup- 
ply'd, unleſs it were cultivated by Pains and La- 
bour, - To theſe they ow'd the Invention of ſuch 
ings as might ſerve to compoſe the drooping 
Spirits, to raile up the Dejected, and comfort the 
Alflicted, 7 ſinging Praiſes to the God of all 

CG _ thingy, 


Ow 4 


N 
| 
| 


3 O * 


1 — — 
— — _— - — 
* - 8 12 


— 


Err 


10 A Sermon Prent hd to e tem 


things, and by joiging Muſical JaRruments;.as th 


Harp and Organ, to raiſe their Joy, advance their 


Harmony, and to celebrate the Glories of him who 
had beſtow'd ſuch uſeful Wiſdom upon thoſe, who, 


by the Folly of their Predecellors, had. Leh near 


depriv'd. of all their Intellectual Ornaments, To 
theſe they ow'd their skill of working in Iron and 


Braſs, and improving thoſe untractable Mettal | 


for Humane Ule and Convenience. It was not 
Nature alone, but God's Bleſſing upon Men's in- 
duſtrious Inquiries, which fargiſh'd Men with 
thele Abilities. | 

Upon the renewal of the World aku thc Flood, 
it was the ſame care of the Inſtruction of ms 


Children that preſerv'd the ſame Bleſſings to them 


of Religion . and Learning. And we find Abraham 
has a noble Character from God himſelf on the 
account of his care for the Education of bis Fanih. 


And, if we give any Credit to the Jewiſh Traditi. 
ons; Abrabam was a Maſter of all good, Leg ring; 


and it was from Him that the Chaldeans and Eoyp- 


Hans deriv d all that which they were in 2 


celebrated for: When God (its the Houle of 

Iſrazl out of Egypt, and gave chem a) Law, he com- 
manded thar the Prieſts ſhould teach it to the People, 
the Parents to their Children, and that they ſhould 


take care to imprint it dug on their Minds; 


for, 
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for, their knowledge of diele things would re- 
commend their Wiſdom and de fhandin 4 10 all the 
Neighbouring Nations, Deut. 4. 6, 9. 

Gn theſe Confideritionns the 'Schbols of the Pro- 
phets were afterwards ſet up in Tſrael, and all Nati. 
ns agreed in appointing Maſters atid Teachers, that 
they might take care of the Education and Inſtrudi- 
n of their Youth ; they were ſenſible how deep 
the Impreſſions of the firſt Notions ſtamp'd upon 
their tender Minds would be; and therefore thoſe 
who were given up to 1dolatry, to any unlawful 
| Arts, or Studies, ot who had no right Notions of 
the Supteme Being, took care that thofe who 
taught their Children ſhould principle them in the 
ſame Tenets which they thetnfelves ſo obſtinately 
held: Which kind of Education not being good, 
becauſe ſound Religion, and ſound Learning did 
not meer together, they ' prov'd ſucceſſively Idola- 
ters or Atheiſts, while thoſe who had really good 
Education, i. e. who were inſtructed in all Polite 
Humane Literature were taught to fear God, and 
to Heep his Commandments at the ſame time, and ſo 
became uſeful both ways to all their Neighbours, 
being able to defend thoſe Truths they profeſs d a- 
gainſt all the Inſults of Learned and Philofophical 
Atheiſts, and to baffle all their Pretences to more 
than ordinary Sagacity and Wiſdom. 75 
C 2 "eo 
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12 A Sermon Preach ta the Gentlemen 


The Heathen Nations had that Honour for that 


advantageous Employment of inſtructing Youth, 


that they did not look upon it as an Undertaking 
fic for Men of mean Parts and Learning, but they 
choſe thoſe of the greateſt Reputation for their 


Scholaſtick Abilities; and the moſt IIluſtrious 


Princes in the World ſhew'd them Reverence, agree. 
able to the Difficulty and Importance of the work 


they were engag d in. Hence Philip of Macedn 


thought it one great Bleſſing that his Son Alexander 
was born at a time when he might be brought 


up under the Diſcipline of the Learned Ariſtotle, | 
and Alexander himſelf thought he ow'd more to 4. 
riſtotle for his Education, than he did to his Father Wl 


Philip for his Royal Blood. 


When Chriſtianity took place of Judaiſm and G 
tiliſm, the excellency of early Inſtruction in Reli- | 
gion and knowledge was own'd by all; St, Pt 
therefore who had that Bleſſing, was call'd to be 
an Apoſtle, and inferior to none; and tho the O. 


perations of the Holy Spirit were very large and 


frequent in thoſe early Ages, and in many ſuper- 


ſeded the neceſſity of a learned Education, yet St. 


Paul takes notice of Timothy's being brought up in 
the knowledge of the Scriptures from a Child, and e- 
ſteems it a great happineſs ; and yet aſter he had 
ordaind him to the Epiſcopal Offce, he lays this | 
ll . ns 


Hucated at St. Paul's School. 13 
Command upon him Till I come, ſays he, 
ive attention to Reading, to Exhortation, to Doctrine; 
neglect not the Gift that is in thee, which was given 
thee by Prophecy, and by laying on of the Hands of 
the Presbytery ; meditate on theſe things, give thy ſelf 
wholly to them, that thy profiting may appear to all 
Men, 1 Tim. 4. 13, 14. What was recommend- 
ed to him, was in him likewiſe to all others; and 
good Learning was thought in thoſe days to con- 
fit, not only in Reading and Studying the Sacred 
Books, but in turning over the Works of the 
Learned Heathens, out of whom St. Paul himſelf 
has quoted ſeveral Paſſages; and the Chriſtians af- 
terwards, thought Humane Learning lo neceſſary 
an Accompliſhment, that rather than want it, 
they would ſend their Sons even to the Heathen 
Schools; and it was look d upon as the moſt fa- 
tal piece of Policy of that crafty Apoſtate Julian, 
that he forbad the Inſtruction of Chriſtian Chil. 
dren, and commanded the Sophiſts and Rhetoricians 
of that Age to ſhut up their Schools againſt 'em, 
agreeably to the late Practice of the Modern Perſe- 
cutor in a neighbouring Kingdom; and never was 
any wicked device more likely to have ruin'd Chri- 
ſtianity than that, had he livd to proſecute it. 
But thanks be to God, the Chriſtian's Vigilancy to 
deleat ſuch Helliſh Enterprizes, was. ſo, indefati- 
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oable, and their Learning fo eminent, that we 
had cur Apollinarius to anſwer the Heathens Homer 
our Nazianzen to match their Euripides, our n 
ſoſtom againſt their Demoſthenes, our Baſil againſt 
their Hocrates, our Athanaſius againft their Plato, and 
our Origen againſt their Ariſtotle: Thoſe of Our 
were great Ornaments of God's Church, and ei. 
nent both for their extraordinary Learning and 
exemplary Piety : And all, both on one and the 


other fide, were remarkably famous, but, were | 
held under Diſcipline firſt, and receiv 4 inſtruction 


from proper Maſters, tho in different Tirties. 


A greater Man than any of thoſe now mention d 


acquaints us That the Soul ſhould be without know. 


ledge is not good Prov. 19. 2. And the Son of 
Syrach adviſes us, Not to be ignorant of any thing, 


in a great matter or a ſmall, Eccluf. 5. 15. Such 


univerſal knowledge claims the next place ro that 


of Solomon, and would equalize us to Adam himſelf; 
but in our Corrupted State tis like perfect Riphte 
oulneſs, never to be attained in this Life, but al. 
ways to be aſpir'd after: And he who preſſes con. 
tinually towards theſe things, will make a very 
happy progreſs in em, and be accepted by God, 


for the ade of that Bleſſed Jeſus, who does not in. | 
tercede for the Slothful, bur the Induftrious, Actiye 
and — Chriſtian, Now, as the = | 

being 
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being Matter requires a Material Nouriſhment, with- 
our which it would ſoon fail, fo the Soul being of 
„Spiritual Nature, requires Food ſuitable to its 
ch and that is Learning and Nuomledge: The 
Juan who is altogether without Tnſtruttion, is whol- 
ly under the Government of Appetite ; the Man 


who is well inſtrutted in all thole things Spiritual 
ad Temporal, in which his preſent. or future 
J Happineſs is concern'd, that Man lives the truly 
. WH Rational Life; the Soul without it has ſome reſem- 
| WH blance co that ſubtle Matter which often gathers in 


the upper Region; Learning like Motion kindles 
tinto a bright and ſtarry Flame: The Soul can't 
be faid to enjoy it ſelf, nor the Man to live wich- 
* WH outic; and indeed, if the Soul in its future ſtate 
ſhould not recover its original Powers which it 
| would have enjoy'd in the ſtate of Innocence, 
ay, if it did not attain to greater Perfections, as 
it will then actuate a Body more pure, more re- 
fin d, than that of the firſt Man was, fo, as to ſee 
ud know as it ſelf is ſeen and known, Heaven it lelf 
| would ſcarce be a place of compleat Joy and 
Plealure. If the Soul does not, either by ordina- 

'y Converſation, or by particular Inſtructions re- 
cover ſomething of thoſe Powers loſt, or clouded: 

by the prevalency- of Sin, nothing would be more 
intolerable than the preſent Life, ; and nothing 


more 
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_—_ deſperate and hopeleſs than ſuffering Man- 
ind, 6438 12 
How happy then are We who are here met to. 
gether, in having ſuck'd in the Milk both of Learn. 
ing and Religion at the ſame time and place! who 
have (at at the Feet of ſuch Gamaliel's, as were not 
only Maſters of all Humane Learning, but were 
capacitated to inſtruct us in the Principles of that 
Religion, begun and ſettled in the World, by the 
Holy Jeſus and his Apoſtles, Our Acquiſitions 
may be various, as Mens Parts are differing, but 
nothing but our Supineneſs and Negligence, or | 
the want of God's Bleſſing upon our particular 
Studies, tho under the moſt valuable Inſtructors 
in the Nation, can leave us ignorant of any thing 
thats indiſpenſibly neceſſary for our good. How 
much are Ve oblig d to bleſs God for that wonder. 
ful Proviſion he has made for us, and many 

Thouſands in this Nation, by the Generous and 
Pious Inclinations of the Worthy, Noble and Roy- | 
al Founders of our Schools and Univerſities, whicher | 
all are invited to bow their Necks to the Yoke of Di. 
ſcipline, and to fit themſelves to be the Supporters 
and Ornaments of the Engliſh Eſtabliſh'd Church, 
and the Britiſh State! How are We oblig d, ac 
cording to that Progreſs any of us have made in 
Humane and Divine Knowledge, to employ 5 
5 whole 
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whole Ability in maintaining and defending our 
reſent Government, both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, 
and that Holy Religion which has fo long liv'd and 
fouriſh'd under the Protection of them both, and 


] pray God it may ever do fo, againſt all Oppo- 


ſers whatſoever | How are We bound ro implore 
God's continued Bleſſing upon Ours, and all other 
lawful Schools of good Learning and ingenuous E- 
ducation ; that he would furnith them with ſuch 
able, prudent, faithful, ſedulous, and truly pious | 
Inſtructors, that neither Ignorance nor Atheiſm, nei- 
ther Schiſm nor Hereſie, may overwhelm us or our 
Poſterity ! Solomon tells us, that the Tongue of the 
Wiſe uſeth Rnowledge aright, but the Mouth of Fools 


| poureth out Fooliſhneſs—— Prov. 1 5. 2. We ſee the 


laſt part of his words every day made good, and 
in too too many Companies; it is our Buſineſs to 
diſcountenance ſuch daring Libertines, by exerting 


our Natural or Improv'd Parts to the utmoſt, and 


to convince them, that the Belief and Worſhip of 


a Deity is moſt agreeable to the Genius of Man- 
kind, that Wickedneſs is the greateſt - Folly, and 


Goodneſs and Virtue the trueſt Wiſdom. And 


| how are We oblig d to implore the Bleſſing of God 


upon our preſent Nurfing Mother, our moſt Gracious 


Guten, that He, who has. the Hearts of all Princes in 


bis Hands, would continue her zealous, happy and 
Ds D ſucceſsful 
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ſucceſsful in the Defence and Protection of thy 
Religion, of which She is ſo eminently an Ornz. 
ment, and that Learning of which She is ſo Illu. 
ſtrious a Patroneſs! And if we have that real e. 
ſteem for our preſent Happineſs which we all pie. 
tend to, then let us demonſtrate it by following 
the wiſe man's Advice with all Chearfulneſs and 
Diligence, viz, never to be given to Change; but 
{hew by our conſtant Endeavours to preſerve H- 
Majeſty's Government, that we have laid faſt, bold on 
good Inſtruction, that we are convinc'd it is our 
Life, and that we will never let it go, but keep it. 
E hut farther, to purſue the Doctrine of my 
1 vi erty {io 
1/t. Let us lay hold on Inſtruttion; Let us catch at 
it with all imaginable eagerneſs, let us lay. faſt hold 
upon it where-ever we have an opportunity to. do 
ſo. We are ready to pity the Ignorance of the 
poor Indians, becauſe they are deſtitute of laſtru- 
ction; we pity thoſe among our ſelves who can 
neither read nor write; but what do they deſerve MW 
who have Manna every day falling round their 
Tents and will not gather it? if they have In- 
ſtructors every where ready to inform them in eve 
ry thing that can render them acceptable to God 
and Man, and yet love Darkneſs and Ignorance, | 
or abuſe that little Light which they pretend e 
1 


3 


* 
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e 
Ve have the lawful Ambaſſadors of Heaven ſhew- 


ing us our preſent miſerable State, and intreating 
us, that. we would be reconciled to God; and yet, 
how many Thouſands in this populous City ſpend 
Peeks, and Months, and Years without ever en- 
tering irſto any place of publick worſhip, or where 
Chrift is really or pretendedly Preach'd ? How 
many are there of thoſe, who go to ſuch places, 
and have no other End in't, but to deſpiſe the 
Truth, to ridicule the Preacher, to cavil at Reli. 
gion, and to affront its Glorious and Ever-bleſſed 
Author? Hence Atheiſm has its Proſelytes and Abet- 
tors, Vile Books and Impious Pamphlets are daily 
publiſh'd, induftriouſly ſpread, and greedily re. 
ccivd; and Ignorance of the Principles of ſound 
Religion ſo wretchedly prevails, that even Philadel- 
phians, Quakers, the pretended New Prophets, and 
pretended Aſſertors, but real Betrayers of the Rights 
of the Chriſtian Church, can glory in the multitudes 
of their Followers md 2nep ents? 
What do we deſerve, if Schools are every where 
| open'd for the Inſtruction of our Youth in the firſt 
Rudiments of Learning, it the Schools of the Pro- 
pbets, our unparallel'd Univerſities, nobly En- 
dow'd and well govern'd for the good and encou- 
ragement of ſuch as love Learning, if theſe places 
every way open their Arms wide to embrace thoſe _ 


on mad n ** 
: 


, 5 
3 7 A — — . |_ — 0 . 0 
a P— V7 FF. Wal "is. * — W „ . + * 0 19332 4 n Me — l n 
hn mon N W * . he — 4 . * LES. wy * . 9 „ . * 4% P 
— * = e _—— * y : q "% Ss wet 5 
2 * ; 
© - * . 3 * 
% P * J Pp 
- 8 : * p - F . N 6 
6 4 0 * * * * „ 
9 * . x. < j $ * . l 
e * 4 - Db a & * 4 „ * —_ od 
: fr ; « : 5 


who deſite the Improvement of: their Minds; and 
yet we leave our Poſterity to be brought up in lo. 
norance, and ſo to become the Prey of every Emi. 
ſary of Darkneſs? If we dont lay hold of Inſtructi 
ons while we may have em, an Atheiſtical Gene. 
ration may poſſibly ſpring up, who may look up. 
on Schools endow'd as Ours, upon Univerſities, 
upon. Churches, to be as ſuperfluous and needleſs, | 
as Religious Houſes, were thought in the days of | 
Henry the Eighth, and the Endowments of all of 
'em may meet with the ſame Fate. | 
2dly. Inſtruction, when we have taken hold of it | 
is not to be let go, It is a Jewel of a very great 
price, they who get it once, if they well conſider d 
its worth, would part wich all the Riches and Glo- 
ries. of this World before they would let go fo valu 
able a Bleſſing : He who grows ſlack and remiſs in 
his Inquiries into Divine Truth, who ſeem'd once 
to catch at it with extraordinary eagerneſs, too 
often becomes cold in his purſuit of it, and falls in-. 
to the Laodicean Humour, till all his Religion is no. 
ching but noiſe, nothing but ſhew, 
Sometimes indeed ſuch an unhappy Creature 
comes to open his Eyes, and fee his Folly; but, tis | 
generally as the Rich Man in the Parable, only W 
when too late. Solomon brings in a poor leud 
Wretch when. he has zuin'd himleli ans = 
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" 1 Trang out inte thoſe - birter, but parhetical 
Iamentations Fm bave J bated Inſtruction, 
md my Heart deſpiſed Reproof, and have not obey d 
the voice of my Teachers, nor inclin d mine Ear to them 
that inſtructed me :. Prov. 5. 12, 13. How of. 
en do we hear ſome advanc' d in Vears, reflecting 
on the unkindneſs of their Parents and Guardians 
who took no better care of their Education? How 
often do we hear others condemn themſelves, and 
their own Stupidity, who had ſo many opportu- 
nities of Inſtruction, and yet never took any no- 
ice of em? How many are there who have been- 
once conliderable Proficients in good Learning, 
who yet giving themſelves up to a festen. and 
TH pine Life, have nothing to boaſt of in the Con- 
aduſion, but how much Learning they have loſt? 
, mam) Fools bart 4 Prize put into thein Hands, 
but have not Hearts to make nſe of it. 
34). Thoſe who have taker hold of Inflruftion,. 
| muſt keep- it; the muſt not entertain the wild and 
ſenſeleſs Notions vf Torne Modern Hut buſi aſts, wo 
gecry all Humate Learning, chat they may get 
the better opportunities to vent their abſurd. and 
impious Imaginations, and ſeduce others more Ig 
norant than themſelves. Tho the Devil often a- 
buſes Wit and Learning to the carrying on His on 
Gftrntive * * he knows they are farab 1 to- 
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— in good Hand, and he ie had rather an Uni. 
verlal Ignorance ſhould: eclipſe the World, than 
wait for ſuch: Advantages as he may get by Lok. 
ing, milusd. , Thoſe who keep,\ Learning and Jy. 
truclion, muſt not take che unproſitable Servant's 
courſe, and wrap their Talent in-a Napkin, but they 
mult be like the faithful and diligent Servants, why 
a gave a. good account of the Improvement of their Ta. 
tents to their Lord: they muſt make all ſuch as they 
meet with ſitting in Darkneſs and the Shadw 6 
Death, partakers of that Light imparted. to them; 
This is the way to imprint it the more firmly i 1 
their own Minds. In all kinds of Learning, not to 
advance is to loſe ground: Hence, the Apoſtle. re. 
-proves the Hebrews, becauſe, when according to 
the Meaſure of thoſe Inſtructions they'Sreceiv'd, 
they ſhould have been Mafters, they were yet but 
meer Children and Learners z ; and St. Paul adviſes 
all Believers to — grow in Grace oh in the know. 
ledee of their Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt----. 
5 what value the ſenſible World ſets upon 
thoſe who don't improve under 7 In. 
ſtructors, I ſuppoſe every one knows, and Jo, I 
am ſure, are not to be taught. | 

If we then would follow Solomon's Rule, let us 
proceed daily as far as by God's Aſſiſtance we 
can, both in Divine and Humane Learning; 


what 
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what we have got, let us not let go; what we 
want, let us take hold of ; let us not be content 
with the Life of Brutes; but endeavour to live 
WH like Men, like reaſonable, prudent, choughtful. 
| Creatures; Jet us alfo endeavour by our viſible - 
progreſs in Hnder/tanding and Wiſdom, and in all the 


* 


faſtances of Charity and Brotherly-kindneſs-to each 

other, to do Honour to the Pious Memory of the 
; WH Reverend Founder of that School where we receiv'd + 
our happy Education, Let us do- Honour. to our 
. W 7eachers, choſe whoſe Care firft brought us out of 
| MW our Native Ignorance, and imbued our Souls with 
dhe knowledge of God and our Selves ; that it 
may appear that their Labours with us have not been 
) Wl i vain. May God by his Strength aſſiſt the pre- 
„ent Maſters of our School, may he increaſe the 
Numbers of choſe who are initiated into Learning 
schere; may all who come from thence be uſeful.. 
Members both of Church and State; and may they 
all in their ſeveral Vocations and Employments - 
promote the Glory of God and the Temporal and 
| Eternal Good of one another. 


Which God of his Infinite Goodneſs and Mercy grants, 
for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, &c. Amen. 


1 FI NIX. 


* "A ws 
bt 


3 
2 
3 off 
= 
3 
% 
> _ 
IM 


* 


W 
WF , 
F YL 
» #94", 
= * 


—ͤ—ũ— ̃ —V ITE 
7 4 , , 7 
9 aner 
. * 
* 
Ws 


—— —˙ -A ̃ n . 2 IO os 
l 


A 
+ 8 
8 * 
in 
. 
EEE 6. oe 4 


4 £5 LSB 


Lan 
6. 
: 
F 

- 

0 

4. 

* 


„ .. 


Pt 
LS 


* 


* 
” 


+ »H# 


1 


* =”. 
— 


+ 
= G2) 
— 3 


5 
pe £e 
* 
F * 
„ 
” & 1 
* * 
2 — 
. 
. 
” 
* 
s 
* * 
4a: £4 
4 
* 
. 
7 
* 
. * 
. 
- 
- 
2 ry 7 
. 
* 
* 
— 25 0 
. 1 
7 © « 1 7 
” , * * 
. 2 * 
« „ , < . 
2 * , , 
. ,_ 
. | 
" ** | 
* - 3 
1 
1 
© 
| 4 5 T 
© * 
2 19 F 
R i 
2 
1 . 
— % 
* % # 
un . 
| F 
* Rf 
” 
0 * 
k a * 
* 
k — 
r 
4 - 
* 
- 
> 
» 
— — * — & 
. 2 — as - = — — 
* ot 
"4 . — 
as * 1 
* # — — — a 8 a < - 
— s — a 
7 "ION T - SE — 
— - — 
1 an - — - No — — - — _- "ha 
-_ — — r— — -+ o . ** 0c * i — * — 
0 - 22 * * 0 1 _ - "I" "> n ES - 2 * 2 2 3 >... =” — — 1 
= _— — SS ˙ w- nat — — 2 — —— 
2 2 * 


— . — 
e * 4 


— 


> as — n "OI — . 
of «af \ 2 d — ES” 2 b N 
— * "IVES " — 2 — . = of n 
- EF 5 rt DES. cata 


= * — 


r 2 . 6 = by 2, -_ - wa 


* ＋ 4a 4 N. * 
Fx * * P. 2 
” 
. 
*. 
* 
. 
— 
. 
* 
a 
4 , : 
* 
* 
4 
* 
. 
? 
* 
9 fl 
5 
7 
" 

mw 
„ 


